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MARIA SILINA (they/them) 

Schlossstraße, 1, 44795 Bochum, Germany 

Phone: +47 01742546693 

Email: silina.mariia@uqam.ca 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2024–2026 Research Fellow at the Seminar für Slavistik in the Lotman-Institut für russische 

Kultur, Ruhr Universität Bochum.  

2016–   Adjoint Professor, Department of Art History, Université du Québec à Montréal. 

2010–2014  Researcher, Research Institute for Theory and History of Visual Arts of Russian 

Academy of Arts, Moscow. 

 

EDUCATION 

2011  PhD, Art History, Research Institute for Theory and History of Visual Arts of 

Russian Academy of Arts, Moscow. 

2008  MA, Art History, Moscow State University, Moscow. 

 

FELLOWSHIPS  
2023 Visiting Fellow, Centre for Baltic and Eastern European Studies (CBEES), 

Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden.  

2018–2019 Postdoctoral fellow, CELAT. La politique identitaire de la culture socialiste et le 

réaménagement des musées soviétiques dans les années 1920 et 1930.  

2014–2016 Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship, UQAM, department of art history. 

 

FUNDED PROJECTS 

2024–2026 Between Knowledge Utopia and Archive. The “Encyclopedia of Artistic 

Terminology” Project at the State Academy of Artistic Research in Moscow 

(1921-1930). Unlocking New Sources. Researcher, DFG (Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft) project with PD Nikolaj Plotnikov, Ruhr Universität 

Bochum. 

2025–2026 The Museum as a National Narrative in Central Asia (19th-21st Centuries):  

Unpacking the Circulation of Objects and Ownership Regimes through 

International Collaboration. International Emerging Actions CNRS, France. 

2024–2025 Curating in Times of Crisis: A Transregional Research Network Connecting the 

Baltic, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia, administrator and member of the 

research network led by Irina Sandomirskaja. Östersjöstiftelsen, the Foundation 

for Baltic and East European Studies. 

2023  Parler de l'histoire dans la ville : Création de panneaux d'interprétation historique 

à Montréal, SSHRC partnership with l’Atelier d’histoire Mercier-Hochelaga-

Maisonneuve. 

2022–2023 Learning and doing research on art history and museology with digital tools. 

Funding of the Department of Art History, UQAM.  

2020–2023 “Domestic art galleries” in Cuba, Russia, and China after 1989: a(n) (imagined) 

trans-socialist network, SSHRC project with Analays Alvarez (UdeM) and Yi Gu 

(Toronto U).  

2018–2021  Expériences et usages du passé dans les communautés en ligne : (n)ostalgies de 

l’ancienne République démocratique allemande [Experiences and Uses of the Part 

in Online Communities: (n) ostalgy in the former German Democratic Republic], 

FRQSC project with Katharina Niemeyer.  

2018–2020 Le Musée de la Culture artistique (1919-1928) : Histoire intellectuelle et sociale 

d’une muséologie soviétique expérimentale oubliée [The Museum of Artistic 
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Culture (1919-1928): Intellectual and Social history of a Forgotten Experiment in  

Soviet Museology], SSHRC project with Annie Gérin.  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

2026  Soviet Museums Between The Two World Wars: Art History on Display (under 

contract) 

2014  Istoria i ideologia: monumentalno-dekorativniy relief v 1920-1930-e gody v SSSR 

[History and Ideology: Architectural Sculpture of the 1920-1930s in the USSR] 

(Moscow: Buksmart, 2014). 352 p.   

 

Articles (selection): 

2024   Silina et al. Museums in Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Eastern Europe. 

Rethinking Soviet Museum Management, in: transfer –Journal for 

Provenance Research and the History of Collection 3 (2024). 

https://journals.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/index.php/transfer/article/view/108903  

2024   Maria Silina, Russian Cultural Expansion in Ukraine: Exploring New 

Perspectives For International Relations In The Region, Baltic Worlds, P. 13-22.  

2023  Maria Silina, The Monument to Sir John A. Macdonald: 

Infrastructures of Remaking Monuments in Montreal, kritische berichte, Bd. 52 

Nr. 4 (2023), 15–22. 

2021  “Anatoly Bakushinsky’s Projects in Art Studies and Knowledge Production at the 

 State Academy of Artistic Sciences,” Studies in East European Thought   

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11212-021-09439-w 

2021  “Negotiating Tsarist Heritage: Soviet Everyday-Life Museum Displays, 1920-

1930s,” in Space Unlocked, History Unfrozen: Revisiting the Past in Museums 

and Historic Sites, eds. Anca I. Lasc, Andrew McClellan, Änne Söll (Routledge, 

2021), 111–128. 

2017  “La muséologie soviétique de l’entre-deux-guerres ” Culture & Musées 28 

(2017): 231–235.  

 

CONFERENCES 

Organisation: 

2025  Histories of Museum Assets and Ownership in the Eastern Bloc, online/ 

Södertörn U, Stockholm. 13 June. 

2025  Museums, War, and the Law: Legal Perspectives on Protection and 

Accountability, online workshop. 4 April. 

2025  Museums in Times of War: Navigating Emergencies and Long-Term Challenges. 

Södertörn U, Stockholm. 21 February. 

2024   Museums and Communities. Workshop, online/ Södertörn, 6 December. 

2023 Panel organiser, “Industries, Cultural Diplomacy, and War”, 2023 CBEES Annual 

Conference, Stockholm, 23-24 November. 

2023  International conference “Ukrainian Museums at War: Conceptual, Historical, 

and Legal Perspectives,” CBEES, Stockholm, 17 November. Concept&lineup.  

2023 Workshop “Museums in Central Asia, Caucasus, and Eastern Europe: Rethinking 

Soviet Museum Management”, online, 30 October. 

2023  Atelier « Parler de l'histoire dans la ville ». Montreal, UQAM, CELAT. In 

collaboration with the Atelier d’histoire Hochelaga-Maisonneuve. 19 April. 

2023 Speaker Series “Domestic Art Galleries: A Transnational and Post-Socialist 

Network. China, Cuba, Russia. Zoom. April-May. In collaboration with Analays 

Alvarez (UdeM) and Yi Gu (Toronto U).  

https://journals.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/index.php/transfer/article/view/108903
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11212-021-09439-w
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 Presentations (selection) 

2025  Round table « Researching, Publishing, and Presenting Archives of Early Soviet 

Institutes in Humanities and Arts. XVIIe congrès international des slavistes, Paris. 

25-30 August.  

2025  Spoliations, restitutions et circulations des objets. Pour une géopolitique du 

patrimoine, colloque, Fribourg and Neuchâtel. 4-6 June. 
2025  Exhibiting Ilya Repin and Vasily Surikov at the Tretyakov Gallery in the 1930s. 

19v Art History Seminar, online. 14 May. 

2025  De la nationalisation à la muséalisation : trajectoires des objets dans l’ex-Union 

soviétique, UQAM, CIÉCO. Montreal, 16 April. 

2024  Yi Gu, Maria Silina, The East in Moscow: Chinese-Soviet Art Exchanges at the 

Oriental Museum. Iron Curtains or Artistic Gates? Communism and Cultural 

Diplomacy in the Global South (1945–1991 and Beyond). Vienna, September 19–

20. 

2024   Transfer of nationalized artworks in the Soviet Union during the 1920s and 

1930s: infrastructures and patterns. Infrastructures of Trading and Transferring 

Art since 1900, workshop, June 26-28, Budapest. 

2024 Dislocation, Liminality and Resilience. The Case of Ukraine with Hanna Rudyk, 

Kateryna Lisovenko, and Maria Silina. KuK-Tuesdays, Technische Universität 

Berlin, 11 June. 

2024  Museums as contact zones: circulation, return, and exchange of objects in (post) 

Soviet museums. Workshop “Museums–Contacts–Knowledges", June 6-8, 

Berlin.  

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2021–2022  Lecturer, HAR1440, Modernité et avant-gardes historiques (1874-1940), 

département d'histoire de l'art, UQAM (in French). 

2021 Lecturer, HAR4515, Dada et surréalisme, département d'histoire de l'art, UQAM 

(in French). 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICE and EXPERTISE  

2022–  CELAT-UQAM, associated member. 

2022  Le Comité sur l’inclusivité et la diversité du Département d’histoire de l’art, 

UQAM. 

2019– 2023 Commission permanente de l’art public, Culture Montréal, member. 

 

 

Languages  English, French, German, Russian. 
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